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IIT-M alumnus introduces students to cutting-edge research 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/iitm-alumnus-introduces-students-to-

cuttingedge-research/article8066502.ece 

A five-day workshop on computational brain research at the Indian Institute of Technology-Madras, 

inaugurated on Monday, aims to offer students a glimpse into how they could channel their curiosity and 

innovation to be part of creation of path-breaking products. 

At the inaugural session on Monday, alumnus and co-founder of Infosys Kris Gopalakrishnan ran the audience, 

comprising predominantly students, through the birth of computers and the speed with which India adopted new 

technology. 

“Computers are going to change our life. More exciting things are about to happen in the next 35 years in 

computing, biology and brain science,” he said. The workshop will introduce interested students and faculty to 

research in computing and brain studies in progress across the world. 

India, as a big supplier of IT professionals to the world, has a large pool of talent that could be used for 

collaborative research, said Mr. Gopalakrishnan. “The workshop will be a key milestone as India could leverage 

its ecosystem and look at larger goals, and come up with innovative solutions,” he said. 

If for scientists Mriganka Sur from Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Partha P Mitra, organisers of the 

workshop, it is about understanding how the circuitry of the brain works, scientist Anand Raghunathan of 
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Purdue University is looking for opportunities to understand how to apply the circuitry of the brain and improve 

computer systems. 

To a question on how the scientists could draw the students away from high-paying IT sector jobs, Mr. 

Gopalakrishnan said, “A substantial number of students are already into innovating with applications. What 

they need is a role model, incentives and aspirations to achieve their goals. We are here to do that.” 

Central varsities, IITs fail to fill up OBC quota seats 

NEW DELHI, Jan 05, 2016, DHNS 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/521240/central-varsities-iits-fail-fill.html 

More than half of the centrally-funded universities and colleges have not yet been able to fill up all the 

seats marked for the other backward classes (OBC) students, notwithstanding the Centre’s argument 

that an “effective implementation” of 27 per cent OBC quota in higher educational institutions began 

only in 2008. 

 

According to government data, the HNB Garhwal University in Uttarkhand and the Central University of 

Kashmir appear to be the worst performers in implementing the reservation policy as they ended up admitting 

just 5.24 per cent and 4.40 per cent OBC students respectively in 2014-15. 

 

While the Rajiv Gandhi University admitted just 7 per cent OBC students in 2014-15, the Central University of 

Jammu provided reservation to only 16.30 per cent students under OBC category, Central University of Tripura 

16.34 per cent, Central University of Tamil Nadu 19.19 per cent, Central University of Punjab 20.13 per cent 

and Vishwa Bharati University in West Bengal 22.45 per cent. 

 

The status of implementation of the OBC quota in admissions remained equally distressing at about 32 of the 

total 75 centrally-funded technical institutions which included three of the seven older Indian Institutes of 

Technology (IITs) where representation OBC students in under graduate engineering programmes did not go 

beyond 25 per cent. 

 

While the IIT Kanpur admitted only 18.90 per cent students under OBC quota, the IIT Delhi enrolled 21.52 per 

cent students under the reserved category and IIT-Bombay 24.70 per cent. 

 

IIT Roorkee, which kicked up a major controversy after expelling as many as 73 students for their under-

performance amid reports that majority of these students were admitted under reserved categories. 

 

Half of the total 30 NITs could not fill all the seats reserved for the OBC candidates under 27 per cent quota in 

various undergraduate engineering programmes with the enrolment records for the academic year 2014-15 

showing the NIT Agartala admitting only 15.03 per cent students under the category. 

 

Percentage of the OBC students at Indian Institute of science and Research (IISERs) ranged from 14.87 to 26.86 

per cent, except the IISER-Bhopal where 28.31 per cent students were enrolled under the quota in 2014-15. The 
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Union Ministry for Human Resource Development recently drew a rap from a parliamentary standing 

committee as it cited “unavailability of suitable candidates” as a reason to justify the failure of higher 

educational institutions funded by the Centre. 

 

“The approach of the universities and other technical institutions has been rather lax in providing due 

representation to OBC students,” it noted in its report tabled in Parliament during the winter session. 

 

The panel, headed by BJP MP Rajen Gohain, also did not approve the ministry’s argument that successive 

litigations challenging constitutional validity of the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Admission) 

Act, 2006, delayed the effective implementation of the law, which was passed by Parliament on January 3, 2007 

and later amended in 2012. 
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